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all New Testament writings, the First Epistle to the
Thessalonians, which even the sternest critics admit
to have been written not more than twenty years after
the Tragedy of Calvary, shows clearly that the death
and resurrection of Christ were matters of common
everyday belief to the first Christians.
There were many men, then alive, who had first-
hand knowledge of the events which Paul mentioned,
though the handful of Greek Christians to whom he
wrote had* to accept the account on faith alone. Even
Paul's personal conviction was based on second-hand
evidence, but he evidently saw no reason to doubt
the accounts he had heard from some of the actors in
the drama.
The Gospel of Mark, too, is only about fifteen years
later than that letter of Paul's, and, although it breaks
off abruptly in mid-sentence at the end of verse 8
in the last chapter (the rest is a later addition), it also
bears witness to what the contemporaries of the Master
thought of His rising from the dead.
I allowed ray thoughts to roam at will. To reach
my conclusions some loose thinking was necessary at
the commencement. The figure of the Roman Gover-
nor, Pontius Pilate, emerged from the thinning fog of
my mental background. What was he? Rogue, stern
ruler, coward or cynical politician. A mixture of all
four if what is written about him is correct. There
was a lot of our own type of petty colonial governors
about friend Pontius. Like some of them, he was the
product of a family which had risen to the minor
aristocracy from the lower orders; for his name shows
that he was the descendant of a freed slave